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English uses the present perfect continuous to talk about 
recent activities that are probably still ongoing. Use the 
present perfect simple to talk about finished activities.

New language  Forms of the present perfect

Vocabulary  State and action verbs

New skill  Talking about results of activities

PRESENT PERFECT CONTINUOUS

PRESENT PERFECT SIMPLE

KEY LANGUAGE PRESENT PERFECT CONTINUOUS  
AND PRESENT PERFECT SIMPLE

FURTHER EXAMPLES PRESENT PERFECT CONTINUOUS  
AND PRESENT PERFECT SIMPLE

Use the present perfect continuous to emphasize the continuous nature 
of an activity in the past. It is possible that the activity is still going on.

Use the present perfect simple to emphasize the completion of an  
activity in the past. It is likely that the activity is finished.

Activities and their results

098-101_Unit_28_Results.indd   98 22/01/2016   11:33



99

LISTEN TO THE AUDIO AND MARK WHETHER THE ACTIVITY IN EACH 
PICTURE IS IN PROGRESS OR FINISHED

MARK THE SENTENCES THAT ARE CORRECT

In progress  
Finished 

In progress  

Finished 

In progress  

Finished 

In progress  
Finished 

In progress  

Finished 
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COMMON MISTAKES STATE VERBS AND ACTION VERBS
State verbs describe feelings or a state of mind.  
Action verbs describe an action. You cannot  
normally use state verbs in the continuous form.

READ THE ARTICLE AND WRITE ANSWERS TO THE QUESTIONS AS  
FULL SENTENCES

“Love” is a state verb, so it is correct  
to use it in the present perfect simple.

It is incorrect to use “love” in  
the present perfect continuous.
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REWRITE THE LETTER, CORRECTING THE ERRORS

DESCRIBE THE PICTURES OUT LOUD USING THE PRESENT PERFECT 
CONTINUOUS OR PRESENT PERFECT SIMPLE

CHECKLIST

 Forms of the present perfect   State and action verbs   Talking about results of activities  
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